
English 10 - Mrs. Peltier
Summer Reading and Writing Assignment

Summer Reading Grade 10 Google Classroom Join Code: 2tfwjqj

Novel Selected from the 2023 Reading Olympics List for High School Students

All students grades 9-12 will select a book from the list of 25 titles for the Reading
Olympics for the 2022-2023 school year.

2023 Reading Olympics Senior Book List

● 1984 (Graphic Novel)- Nesti, Fido
● Aristotle and Dante Discover the

Secrets of the Universe- Saenz,
Benjamin

● Blackout- Story Collection
● Breaking Night -Murray, Liz
● Coldest Girl in Coldtown -Black,

Holly
● Concrete Rose -Thomas, Angie
● Far from the Tree -Benway, Robin
● Firekeeper's Daughter- Bouley,

Angeline
● If You Find Me -Murdoch, Emily
● In the Wild Light -Zentner, Je�
● Lady Midnight -Clare, Cassandra
● Last Night at the Telegraph Club -Lo,

Malinda

● Liar -Larbalestier, Justine
● Little Thieves- Owen, Margaret
● Long Way Down -Reynolds, Jason
● Me, Moth -McBride, Amber
● Neverwhere -Gaiman, Neil
● Patron Saints of Nothing- Ribay,

Randy
● Ready Player One- Cline, Ernest
● Starfish- Bowman, A.D.
● Sweat- Nottage, Lynn
● The Stranger- Camus, Albert
● Three Things I Know Are True-

Culley, Betty
● Watchmen- Moore, Alan

Where to access these novels:
● Used, a�ordable copies are available via Amazon
● Physical copies can be obtained at Grundy Library, and digital versions can also be

checked out through the library



Double-Entry Journals

For your selected novel, you will create a double-entry journal with a minimum of 10
entries. Instructions for writing a double-entry journal are as follows:

The left side of the page should have the
following:

● A quote that interested you,
caught your attention, said
something that captured a main
idea of the novel, or made you
think. (Keep in mind this can
either be a passage from the
book or character dialogue.)

● You MUST provide
parenthetical page citations for
your quotes. This includes the
author’s last name and the page
number (see Sample).

On the right side of the page, you need to
do the following:

● Briefly give the context of the
quote (i.e., what is happening at
this point in the novel or to what
is the passage referring).
AND

● Answer TWO or THREE (2-3) of
the following questions for
EACH QUOTE:

1. What strikes you about this?
2. What was your first thought when you read
this? And then? And then?
3. What does this passage/idea make you think
of or remember?
4. Do you want to challenge or qualify this
author’s claim? In what ways do you agree with
it?
Disagree?
5. What else have you read/heard/experienced
that connects with this author’s ideas?
6. Does something confuse you or lead to further
questions?
7. How do you feel about this?

● Your explanation should be at
least 2-3 sentences for each
quote.

How will you be graded?
(Each entry will be worth 10 points, for a total of 100 points!)

1. The quality of the quotes you pick. Select quotes that you feel are important to the
novel or really mean something to you. If you select randomly, you may not be able to
give as meaningful of a response.



2. The thoughtfulness of your opinions and explanations. Your teacher will be
looking to see that you really tried to make connections between your quote and the
rest of the novel and/or yourself. (Do NOT just give a summary of the quote.) Instead,
show your teacher how this moment in the book made you think and/or how it
connected to you. If we see that you really tried to share your thoughts, you will do
well.

Sample Double-Entry Journal from Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson:

Quote Opinion

“I can’t believe we have to keep playacting
until I graduate” (Anderson 70).

Melinda is talking about her family here and
how they are always pretending to be
something that they’re not. I could look at a
million families and think they are all happy
when, in reality, half of them aren’t. And
some people have to hide what goes on in
their family and no one would ever guess. It
makes me think of all the unhappy families
out there.

“’You don’t like anything – you are the most
depressed person I’ve ever met, and excuse
me for saying this, but you are no fun to be
around and I think you need professional
help’” (Anderson 105).

I feel bad for Melinda as Heather “dumps”
her as a friend. She is having so many
problems and now none of her friends are
there for her, even the girl she just met. None
of her friends know anything, and I feel bad
that she has no one to talk to about that.

“’You missed the bus again’”(Anderson 96). If I were Melinda right now, I would go nuts!
Yet again, I find that we are two di�erent
people with two di�erent goals. I want and
need to go to school, am worried about
getting in trouble, and try as hard as I can to
get to class on time, even if that means
running to class. On the other hand, Melinda
doesn’t care about school, doesn’t care about
getting in trouble, and gets to class when she
gets to class. I never noticed how di�erent
we are until this moment.


