Hello,
Welcome to Bristol Middle School. The following is the Summer Reading Project for the
upcoming 7th and 8th grade students:

Choose one book from your September grade level. After reading the book, draw a
picture which clearly shows what the book is about. In addition, write 3-5 paragraphs
that summarize the story. Be sure to include the characters, climax, and resolution
(ending). The Project is due to your teacher by Friday, September 15th. Anyone who
turns in a completed project will be eligible to participate in an incentive party.

venth Gr. 2023-2024 mmari
Bomb:The Race to Build-and Steal-the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by S. Sheinkin
Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt
Girl Forgotten byApril Henry
The Great Wide Sea by M.H. Herlong
On the Blue Comet by Rosemary Wells

Eighth Grade 2023-2024 (see summaries)

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander

Ground Zero Alan Gratz

Verify by Joeilie Charbonneau

Zane and the Hurricane: A Story of Katrina by Rodman Philbrick

Courage Has No Color, The True Story of the Triple Nickles: America's First Black
Paratroopers by Tanya Lee Stone

Have a wonderful summer! Looking forward to seeing you in the fall!

Ms. LaRosa, 7th grade ELA
Mrs. Leyrer, 8th grade ELA



SUMMARIES

Seventh Grade

Bomb: The Race to Build--and Steal--the World's Most Dangerous Weapon

In December of 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery:
When placed next to radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple
discovery launched a scientific race that spanned three continents. In Great Britain and
the United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific community; in
Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy lines to attack German heavy-water
manufacturing; and deep in the desert, one brilliant group of scientists was hidden away
at a remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the plotting, the risk-taking, the
deceit, and genius that created the world's most formidable weapon. This is the story of
the atomic bomb.

Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt

Ally has been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she lands in a new
school, she is able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive
distractions. She is afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However,
her newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the trouble
maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and that dyslexia is nothing
to be ashamed of. As her confidence grows, Ally feels free to be herself and the world
starts opening up with possibilities. She discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and to
everyone—than a label, and that great minds don’t always think alike.

Girl Forgotten by April Henry

Seventeen years ago, Layla Trello was murdered and her killer was never found. Enter
true-crime fan Piper Gray, who is determined to reopen Layla’s case and get some
answers. With the help of Jonas—who has a secret of his own—Piper starts a podcast
investigating Layla’s murder. But as she digs deeper into the mysteries of the past,
Piper begins receiving anonymous threats telling her to back off the investigation, or
else. The killer is still out there, and Piper must uncover their identity before they silence
her forever.

The Great Wide Sea by M.H. Herlong

Ben, Dylan, and Gerry are still mourning their mother's death when their dad decides to
buy a boat and take them on a year-long sailing trip. Tensions flare between Ben and
his father, but they gradually learn to live together in close quarters. Then one morning
the boys wake up to discover their father has disappeared—and they are lost. What
happened to him? Where are they? And what will they do when a terrible storm looms
on the horizon?

On the Blue Comet by Rosemary Wells
One day in a house at the end of Lucifer Street, on the Mississippi River side of Cairo,

lllinois, eleven-year-old Oscar Ogilvie’s life is changed forever. The Crash of 1929 has
rippled across the country, and Oscar’s dad must sell their home--with all their
cherished model trains--and head west in search of work. Forced to move in with his
humorless aunt, Carmen and his teasing cousin, Willa Sue, Oscar is lonely and
miserable--until he meets a mysterious drifter and witnesses a crime so stunning it
catapults Oscar on an incredible train journey from coast to coast, from one decade to
another. Filled with suspense and peppered with witty encounters with Hollywood stars
and other bigwigs of history.




Eighth Grade

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander

"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING.
Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dreadlocked, 12-year old
Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh has more
than basketball in his blood. He's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse,
in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame
Alexander. Josh and Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to
realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax
proves a game-changer for the entire family.

Ground Zero Alan Gratz

September 11, 2001, New York City: Brandon is visiting his dad at work, on the 107th
floor of the World Trade Center. Out of nowhere, an airplane slams into the tower,
creating a fiery nightmare of terror and confusion. And Brandon is in the middle of it all.
Can he survive -- and escape?

September 11, 2019, Afghanistan: Reshmina has grown up in the shadow of war, but
she dreams of peace and progress. When a battle erupts in her village, Reshmina
stumbles upon a wounded American soldier named Taz. Should she help Taz -- and put
herself and her family in mortal danger?

Two kids. One devastating day. Nothing will ever be the same.

Verify by Joeilie Charbonneau

Meri Beckley lives in a world without lies. When she looks at the peaceful Chicago
streets, she feels pride in the era of unprecedented hope and prosperity over which the
governor presides.But when Meri’'s mother is killed, Meri suddenly has questions that no
one else seems to be asking. And when she tries to uncover her mother’s state of mind
in her last weeks, she finds herself drawn into a secret world with a history she didn’t
know existed.Suddenly, Meri is faced with a choice between accepting the “truth” or
embracing a world the government doesn’t want anyone to see—a world where words
have the power to change the course of a country and where the wrong ones can get
Meri killed.

Courage Has No Color, The True Story of the Triple Nickles: America's First Black
Paratroopers by Tanya Lee Stone

World War Il is raging, and thousands of American soldiers are fighting overseas
against the injustices brought on by Hitler. Back on the home front, discrimination
against African Americans plays out as much on Main Street as in the military. Tanya
Lee Stone examines the little-known history of the Triple Nickles, America’s first black
paratroopers, who fought in an attack on the American West by the Japanese. The
555th Parachute Infantry Battalion, in the words of First Sergeant Walter Morris, “proved
that the color of a man had nothing to do with his ability.”

Front matter includes a fo

Zane and the Hurricane: A Story of Katrina by Rodman Philbrick

Zane Dupree is a charismatic 12-year-old boy of mixed race visiting a relative in New
Orleans when Hurricane Katrina hits. Unexpectedly separated from all family, Zane and
his dog experience the terror of Katrina's wind, rain, and horrific flooding. Facing death,
they are rescued from an attic air vent by a kind, elderly musician and a scrappy young
girl--both African American. Based on the facts of the worst hurricane disaster in U.S.
history, Philbrick includes the lawlessness and lack of government support during the
disaster as well as the generosity and courage of those who risked their lives and safety
to help others. Here is an unforgettable novel of heroism in the face of truly challenging
circumstances.




