June 7, 2017
Dear Tenth Grade Honors Student,

Welcome tal0" grade I nterdisciplinary Studies! This course is a combination of American histang
English, covering the time period from the begignai the 26" Century to the present. “Lthterdis. is a truly
interdisciplinary course, thus you will earn onadg that will count for 0grade course requirementshioth
English and Social Studies. This program will riegjextensive reading, and it is important that pegin
reading over the summer.

« This summer we want you to retitt ee (3) books. You may choose books that interest you as lsngpgah of the
books is written by aAmerican author, addresses some aspect of American catutésat least 100 pages long.
The books you choose may be fiction or non-fictidmy to choose three appropriate books that caroreelate to
one another as this will help you successfully cletgpa major assignment when you return to claSeptember. If
you have questions about your book choices, pleaisier with either of us.

Summer Journal Entries. As you read the assigned books, we ask you to &geurnal. Please follow the
directions/format listed below as you write in y&ummer Reading Journal:

1. Begin by recording the author, title, placgoablication, publisher, and copyright date follogiMLA
format. (Google “MLA Owl” to find the user-frigly website dedicated to the Modern Language
Association’s format for writing research).

2. On the same page, describe the setting didbk—place(s) and time period. Make a predictioout
what you think the author’s theme (message/goiprove) will be (parts 1 and 2 must be one page i
length).

3. On the following pages of your journal, wr@desummary of the book (minimum of four pages).
Following the brief summary, record at least tjumtations that are particularly important or that
reveal the author's message. Cite these quotatising MLA format.

» Follow this format for each book you read.

» Use the same journal for all three books.

e Your summer journal will be collected during thestiweek of school. Each of your three summerirgad
journals will count for a test grade (total of 3@fints to be applied towards th& Quarter grade).

Summer Meetings. To help you move through these readings andve hachance to get to know you a little
better before the school year begins, we are stihngdwo (2) meetings over the course of the summer. Our
first meeting will be tentatively scheduled for Wiedday,July 19" at 1:00 PM. The second meeting will be
scheduled for Thursdapugust 10" at 1:00 PM. All meetings will be held Grundy Library. While these
meetings areot required we do want you to comeif you can so that we can discuss the books with you and
help you prepare for the writing project that will be assigned in the first week back to school in September.

Writing Assignment Upon Your Return: Your first writing assignment in September will aglu to analyze
the three books you have read over the summer.wilbbe asked to identify theetting (place and time
period) of each book. You will also be asked tniify and discuss @BOMMON THEME (NOT SUBJECT)
that is present in all three of the books, usirec#jt examples and quotations from each of thekb@s
evidence to support your thesis. To better undedsthe difference between theme and subjectnhetizated
activist and go to the following link or Googlenitiing theme”: http://literarydevices.net/theme/

We will check your summer journal for completiom first day back to school, but we will actuallyleot your
summer journal when we collect your essay the Wtk of school. Each book journal will count asajor
test grade (100 points each), so please be diligenited, and ambitious!!!

We hope you enjoy your summer reading. We areihgplorward to seeing you this summer and in
September. Have a safe, enjoyable, and produstivemer.

Sincerely,
Elyce Rickerl Bon Pleffinm
Ms. Elyce Rickerl Mr. Ron McGinn

erickerl@bbsd.org rmcginn@bbsd.org



